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Revisiting the Maritime Code of Ethiopia
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The Maritime Code of Ethiopia was promulgated on the 5th of May 1960 by Proclamation No 164/1960.
The Preamble of the Maritime Code provides the following: &€™ whereas the development of the ports of
our Empire and the expansion of our merchant navy requires a comprehensive maritime code be
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enacteda€™ therefore this Maritime Code is proclaimed.

The Maritime Code is divided into 371 Articles in total apportioned into 9 Titles namely: Ships (1);
Shipowners, managers and the master (ll); Regulation of maritime employment (l1l). Contracts relating
to the use of the ship (IV); Maritime collisions, assistance, and salvage (V); Participation in general
average (VI); Insurance (VII); Penal provisions and (VIII); Miscellaneous.

Under Title I, Ships, there are 7 chapters that deal with Nationality of Ships, Ownership of Ships,
Maritime Liens and Mortgage of a Ship, Registration of Ships and of Rights of Rem relating to the Ship
and Arrest of a Ship.

Title 1l is about Shipowners, Managers and the Master. There are two chapters that deal with Liability of
Shipowners and Managers, and the Appointment and Duties of the Master.

Title Il provides Regulation of Maritime Employment. The seaman includes persons employed or
engaged in any capacity on board any ship (except masters, pilots and apprentices duly indentured and
registered):

Title IV deals with Contracts Relating to the Use of the Ship. One party may undertake to procure to the
other party the possession of a ship for a definite period subject to payment of a rent. So this title deals
with the rent, contract of affreightment and carriage of passengers.

Title V is focused on Maritime Collisions, Assistance and Salvage at sea. Any collision between ships,
the compensation due for damage caused to the ships, or to any property or persons on board thereof,
shall be settled in accordance with this Maritime code provisions. Every act of assistance or salvage
which has been successful shall give a right to equitable remuneration which shall not exceed the value
of the property salvaged.

The next title, Title VI deals with Participation in General Average. There is a general average act when
and only when any extraordinary sacrifice or expenditure is intentionally and reasonably made or
incurred for the common safety for the purpose of preserving from peril the property involved in a
common maritime adventure.

Title VIl is about Insurance. Any policy of insurance having its principal object to guarantee a maritime
risk, including collateral risk, shall be subject to the provisions of this title. This Title is divided into four
chapters that deal with contracts of insurance, rights and obligations of the assured and the
Underwriter, settlement of damage and period of limitation.

Title VIII focuses on penal provisions. Any person who contravenes the provisions of this code or
regulation made there under shall be subject to penalty in the form of fines ranging from Eth $2000-
500.

The final Title IX deals with miscellaneous provisions concerning definitions and regulation making
power.

Thus, the Maritime Code of Ethiopia with 371 articles, 9 titles still governs the maritime legal
relationships of the persons, properties, rights and obligations involved in maritime trade.

For any inquiries related to the subject matter you may contact us at info@dmethiolawyers.com
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Understanding the Civil and Family Registration

Proclamation No. 1370/2025: A Comprehensive

Overview

By DMLF Team The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia introduced the Civil and
Family Registration Proclamation No. 1370/2025, done on March 17,2025, to modernize
and consolidate the legal framework for civil and family registration. The proclamation
establishes a unified system for registering vital events that affect the legal identity, social
rights, and administrative entitlements ofa€|

July 16,2025

Understanding the Federal Courts Costs'and Damages
Guideline No. 2/2017: A Comprehensive Overview

By DMLF Team The Federal Supreme Court of Ethiopia enacted the Federal Courts
Costs and Damages Guideline No. 2/2017, which governs the determination of costs and
damages across all federal courts and regional courts handling federal cases. This
guideline emphasizes that decisions related to costs and damages should be integrated
within the main case filea€|

April 7, 2025

New Fee Structure for Services Provided by the
Ethiopian Immigration and Nationality Service

By Sinishaw Hailu, Associate at DMLF The Ethiopian Council of Ministers has recently
enacted a significant update with the introduction of Regulation No. 550/2024 here in
after the regulation, which establishes new fee rates for services provided by the
Immigration and Nationality Service. This regulation repealed the previous Regulation
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No. 38/2022 and introduces a newa€;

March 31, 2025

. Ethiopiad€™s New Health Service Administration
Proclamation: A Step towards Modern Healthcare

By DMLF Team In a significant move for Ethiopiad€™s healthcare landscape, The
Ethiopian House of Peopled€™s Representatives has approved the Health Service
Administration Proclamation No. 1362/2017. This new legislation aims to enhance the
guality-and.accessibility of health services. The new law introduces a host of progressive
measures-that promise to modernize healthcare and bettera€;

February 24, 2025

. New Proclamation for Special Economic Zones in
Ethiopia

By DMLF Team In a pivotal move, the Ethiopian Parliament has approved Proclamation
No. 1322/2024, which establishes guidelines for Special Economic Zones (SEZs). This
legislation aims to enhance investment activities through a robust framework of support,
including policies that streamline trade, bolster infrastructure, and improve amenities for
investors. Within these SEZs, a variety of specializeda€;

February 8, 2025

. Key Decisions of the House of Federation Regarding
Property Rights and Marriage in Ethiopia

By DMLF Team The House of Federation in Ethiopia plays a pivotal role in adjudicating
matters that significantly impact the CONSTITUTIONAL rights of citizens, particularly
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concerning property rights and marriage. Below is an overview of critical decisions
rendered by the House, which elucidate the legal framework governing these issue.
Immovable Property as Common Property Ina€|

January 25, 2025
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