
Few Highlights on Defense Forces 

Description

By Mahlet Mesganaw, Partner at DMLF

The FDRE Defense Force Proclamation No 1286/2023 ( the Proclamation), done as of September
19, 2023, repealed Defense Force Proclamation Nos. 1100/2019 and 1232/2021, for the purpose of
consolidating laws on retirement age, rights, benefits and incentives for defense forces, national recall
and medals and certification.

The Proclamation embodies seven parts and 87 articles. 

The FDRE Defense Force is organized to fight in 5 domains namely on land, air,  naval, cyber and
space. The mission includes to defend the sovereignty of the nation, the constitution and 
constitutional system against any threats and attacks by foreign invaders as well as internal 
anti-peace elements
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. The defense forces have also the obligation to defend and protect the lives of the people, public and
governmental institutions and developmental infrastructures from man made and natural disasters.

Depending on the rank from private to field marshal, the retirement age ranges from 45-60 years.
There is a possibility of extension for further two years twice, with the possibility of unlimited extension
for field marshals.

When the sovereignty and integrity of the nation is threatened, any member of the defense forces who
has been discharged honorably may be recalled to return to active duty.

Any assignment to a military position or promotion to a higher military rank shall be on the basis of 
competitiveness and merit. Promotion shall ensure equitable representation of all the nations,
nationalities and peoples and women.

The Proclamation has established military justice organs. These are the military police, the military
investigators, the military prosecutors, military courts, military defense council and military prisons. On
Article 42, the Federal Supreme Court is granted power of cassation over any final decision of the
military court which contains basic errors of law.

There are medals and certificates awarded to those members of the defense forces for outstanding
heroism. Amongst the medals, the Distinguished Medal of the Black Lion and the Medal of the 
Victory of Adwa are the highest awards given by the government.

Finally the Ethiopian Army Day shall be celebrated annually on October 25 as a National holiday.

For any inquiries you may contact us at info@dmethiolawyers.com

RESPONDING TO CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

By Dagnachew Tesfaye, Partner at DMLF The Alternative Child Care and Support
Directive Number 976/2023 by Ministry of Women and Social Affairs, October 2023,
incorporates a section namely Responding to Child Abuse and Neglect. The State is
given  the responsibility to respond to child abuse and neglect. The procedure of
reporting, assessment, court approval, emergency…

June 30, 2024
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Gold Purchase Price Adjustment

By DMLF The National Bank of Ethiopia has introduced an amendment Directive namely
NBE Amendment Procedure on Price of Gold Purchase No 1/2024, effective as of June
17/2024. This Directive is an amendment to a similar Directive number 3/2023. The
amendment Directive encompasses price adjustment for provision of gold in terms of its
weight and…

June 23, 2024

The New Public Holidays Proclamation

By DMLF The House of Peoples’ Representative in its session on June 11/2024 enacted
the Proclamation to Determine Public Holidays and Celebration of Public Holiday
Proclamation Number 1334/2024. The Proclamation identifies 12 celebrated public
holidays that governmental and non-governmental institutions shall be closed for public
services. These public holidays and rest days are salaried days.…

June 16, 2024

Membership to American Bar Association (ABA)

Partners to DMLF namely Mr.Dagnachew Tesfaye Abetew and Mrs.Mahlet Mesganaw
Getu are proud to announce the membership to the American Bar Association (ABA).
We hope the ABA membership will provide us with professional advantages in building
networks for rendering life changing legal services for our communities.

June 9, 2024

The Madrid System for the International Registration 
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of Marks

By DMLF The Madrid System for the International Registration of Marks is a centralized
system that simplifies the process of registering trademarks in multiple countries. It’s
administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). Under this system,
trademark owners can file a single application with WIPO to protect their mark in multiple
member countries. This…

June 9, 2024

Ethiopian National Dialogue

By DMLF The Ethiopian National Dialogue Commission (hereafter the Commission) was
established by Proclamation 1265 /2021( hereafter the Proclamation). The Proclamation
was done as of 13th of January 2022. The term of office of the Commission is  three (3)
years.The term of the Commission shall begin from the time Commissioners have been
appointed in accordance…

June 2, 2024
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